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San Marcos Tour of Homes begins May 5
By Jordan Gass-Pooré | 6:00 AM May. 1, 2012
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For the 37th Annual Heritage Association of San Marcos Tour of Homes this weekend,
organizers will welcome visitors to some of the city's oldest sites.

"We have a wonderful history in our town that literally goes back thousands of years
when you look at the early cultures that inhabited the banks of the San Marcos River so
long ago," said Shelley Henry, president-elect of the Heritage Association of San
Marcos.

The event will be from 1–5 p.m. May 5–6 and includes guided tours of homes such as
the Robert Hixon Belvin House, located at 730 Belvin St.
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A portion of the Belvin House was built in about 1859 and served as one of the first
schools in San Marcos. The Rev. Robert Belvin, former president of a Methodist school,
converted the building into a home for his family in 1875.

The Belvin House was later owned by the Rev. J. W. Vest and then J.S. Brown, who was
one of the first faculty members at Southwest Texas State University. In 1974, the
structure received the Texas Historic Landmark designation.

Henry, who said she has been interested in San Marcos history since she was a child,
became involved with the Tour of Homes in 2004 as a writer and docent.

"I'm grateful to all the community volunteers and local historians here in San Marcos
who have led the way in preserving and sharing that history with future generations,"
she said

Also on the tour and on Belvin Street stands the two-story, five-room Baker-McGehee
house.

The Victorian-style house was built in 1895 for George Thomas McGehee and his wife,
Sarah Cherokee Woods.

McGehee moved to San Marcos from Bastrop in 1846 with his family, who were among
the first white settlers in the city.

In 1862, McGehee joined the Confederate Army and served three terms in the state
Legislature. A decade later he married Woods, who is featured in the book and made-
for-TV movie "True Women."

The Baker-McGehee house was designated a Texas Historical Marker in 1975.

That same year, the Heritage Association of San Marcos was founded.

Henry said the organization was the result of the Bicentennial Commission. She said
her mother, Janet Scott, served as one of the Cottage Kitchen Bicentennial Belles and
helped San Marcos celebrate events that had led to the U.S. becoming an independent
nation.

"It's exciting to know that a tradition started in 1975 is still going strong here in San
Marcos and that we live in a community that values our shared heritage and culture,"
Henry said.

The Heritage Association of San Marcos has partnered with various organizations that
support the group's mission to enrich and beautify the community through historical
and cultural preservation.

To celebrate Heritage Weekend in San Marcos, the Hays County Historical Commission,
LBJ Museum of San Marcos, Centro Cultural Hispano de San Marcos, The Calaboose
African American History Museum and the Central Texas Wing of the Commemorative
Air Force San Marcos Airport will also be open to visitors during the Tour of Homes.

https://www.heritageassociationsm.org/tours.htm


Tour of Homes tickets may be purchased at the San Marcos Chamber of Commerce,
Charles S. Cock House Museum, by mail and on both event days.
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MOST RECENT

2 San Marcos Jimmy John's locations now closed2 San Marcos Jimmy John's locations now closed
Both establishments have posted signs of closure thanking customers and employees for their support.

Boozy Bark to celebrate one-year anniversary in San MarcosBoozy Bark to celebrate one-year anniversary in San Marcos
The dog day care offers indoor and outdoor play and a BYOB off-leash dog park.
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San Marcos City Council weighs allocation of $24 million in disaster mitigationSan Marcos City Council weighs allocation of $24 million in disaster mitigation
fundingfunding
The city received the grant to aid primarily in preventing flood damage.

Pink Velvet Training opens in BudaPink Velvet Training opens in Buda
Trainer Jessica Garcia offers a group-style workout for women in Buda.

Hawaii Poke now open at The Lyndon in San MarcosHawaii Poke now open at The Lyndon in San Marcos
The poke bar offers 18 toppings.

Buda plans to address transportation and mobility challenges with new masterBuda plans to address transportation and mobility challenges with new master
planplan
The city will offer a chance for more public participation in early 2020.
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Roughhouse Brewing to celebrate first anniversary in San Marcos with Jan. 18Roughhouse Brewing to celebrate first anniversary in San Marcos with Jan. 18
eventevent
The family-operated brewery features beer, food, an outdoor stage and a playscape for children.

Vue Dental celebrates one year in KyleVue Dental celebrates one year in Kyle
Vue Dental, a practice run by Dr. Keshavi Patel, celebrated its first anniversary Dec. 8 at 22510 I-35, Ste. …
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Q&A: Get to know Michael Tobias and Brandy Heindl, candidates for Kyle's Jan. 25Q&A: Get to know Michael Tobias and Brandy Heindl, candidates for Kyle's Jan. 25
special City Council electionspecial City Council election
The election was called after Council Member Daphne Tenorio resigned.

Over the Moon Popcorn to hold January opening in San MarcosOver the Moon Popcorn to hold January opening in San Marcos
The shop will offer more than 50 flavors.

2019 YEAR IN REVIEW: 11 business profiles from San Marcos, Buda and Kyle2019 YEAR IN REVIEW: 11 business profiles from San Marcos, Buda and Kyle
Read all the 2019 business features from Community Impact Newspaper.

2019 YEAR IN REVIEW: 11 restaurant profiles from San Marcos, Buda and Kyle2019 YEAR IN REVIEW: 11 restaurant profiles from San Marcos, Buda and Kyle
Here are some great places to grab a meal in San Marcos, Buda and Kyle.
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