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New law to help vets with
PTSD honors Marine who
committed suicide

 NAVIGATION

Save

Susan Seske, Clay Hunt’s mother, shares memories of her son
at a reception Thursday at the Willard Hotel after she attended
the signing of the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American
Veterans Act into law at the White House. SHFWire photo by
Jordan Gass- Pooré

By Jordan Gass-Pooré - Spring 2015 Feb 18, 2015

WASHINGTON – As a child, Clay Hunt loved the

outdoors. The Texas native knew every inch of his

grandparents’ ranch, where he fished and hunted

year round.

Hunt, a decorated Marine Corps veteran and

sniper, served tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was

there he suffered physical injuries that healed and

invisible wounds that stayed with him, President
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Robert A. McDonald, secretary of Veterans Affairs, celebrates
the signing of the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American
Veterans Act into law at a reception Thursday at the Willard
Hotel. McDonald said the act will continue Hunt’s mission to help
those with mental illness. SHFWire photo by Jordan Gass-Pooré

Barack Obama said Thursday at the White House

when he signed the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention

for American Veterans Act.

On March 31, 2011, Hunt died from a self-inflicted

gunshot wound at his apartment in Sugar Land,

Texas. He was 28 years old. The new law,

introduced by Rep. Timothy J. Walz, D-Minn.,

honors his memory. Walz is an Army National

Guard veteran.

“All I could think about was, ‘What would Clay

say?’” Susan Selke, Hunt’s mother, said at a

reception Thursday that followed the bill signing,

which she attended with Clay’s stepfather, Richard

Selke.

Susan Selke said Hunt wouldn’t care if his name

was attached to the law, only that his fellow

veterans were taken care of.

“I also know he would say, ‘Mom, be brief and tell

everyone to have a beer,’” she said.

Paul Rieckhoff, CEO and founder of Iraq and

Afghanistan Veterans of America, the advocacy

group that sponsored the reception, said Selke has

worked tirelessly to see this bill signed into law.
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Rieckhoff remembered their initial meeting at a

Houston barbeque joint when she told him that she

was ready to get to work.

“The only thing tougher than a Marine is a Marine’s

mom,” he said.

The new law will increase access to mental-health

care and provide incentives to psychiatrists to work

with military veterans. It passed by unanimous

votes in the House and Senate.

Hunt was one of an estimated 22 military veterans

who commit suicide each day, most 50 or older,

according to a study published in 2013 by

researchers with the Department of Veterans

Affairs.

When Hunt returned home from war in 2009, he

continued to help others as a volunteer in Chile and

Haiti after the 2010 earthquake with Team

Rubicon, a humanitarian aid organization founded

by a fellow Marine.

Hunt helped fellow veterans deal with the

psychological and physical wounds of war through

appearances in television public service

announcements that promoted mental health

awareness.

He was diagnosed with post-traumatic stress

disorder and, although he received treatment from

the VA, he struggled to get disability payments after

his paperwork was misplaced and didn’t receive the

right disability rating until it was too late.

Although the law won’t bring Hunt back, the

reforms are expected to help others who are going

through similar challenges, Obama said.

“Clay has become immortal today,” Robert A.

McDonald, VA secretary, said.

Reach reporter Jordan Gass-Pooré at jordan.gass-

poore@scripps.com or 202-408-1490. SHFWire

stories are free to any news organization that
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gives the reporter a byline and credits the

SHFWire. Like the Scripps Howard Foundation

Wire interns on Facebook and follow us on

Twitter.

Recent Posts

Fixing (and paying for) the country’s

crumbling water system

Apr 13, 2016

Top U.S. companies stash over a trillion

dollars in offshore tax havens

Apr 14, 2016

New report: Equal pay day, women earn

79ȼ to men’s $1

Apr 12, 2016

Related Posts

Senate asks VA to solve problems money

cannot fix

Mar 03, 2016

For veterans, seeking mental-health

treatment still has hurdles

Nov 12, 2015

Texas group wants jobs for soldiers after

military careers

Save

http://www.shfwire.com/author/jordan-gass-poore/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shfwire.com%2Fnew-law-help-vets-ptsd-honors-marine-committed-suicide%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=New%20law%20to%20help%20vets%20with%20PTSD%20honors%20Marine%20who%20committed%20suicide&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shfwire.com%2Fnew-law-help-vets-ptsd-honors-marine-committed-suicide%2F
https://www.facebook.com/shfwireinterns
https://twitter.com/shfwireinterns
http://www.shfwire.com/fixing-paying-countrys-crumbling-water-system/
http://www.shfwire.com/top-u-s-companies-stash-trillion-dollars-offshore-tax-havens/
http://www.shfwire.com/equal-pay-day-brings-new-national-monument-new-data/
http://www.shfwire.com/senate-asks-va-to-solve-problems-money-cannot-fix/
http://www.shfwire.com/for-veterans-seeking-mental-health-treatment-still-has-hurdles/
http://www.shfwire.com/el-paso-chamber-taking-home-national-knowledge-military-care/
http://www.shfwire.com/fixing-paying-countrys-crumbling-water-system/
http://www.shfwire.com/top-u-s-companies-stash-trillion-dollars-offshore-tax-havens/
http://www.shfwire.com/equal-pay-day-brings-new-national-monument-new-data/
http://www.shfwire.com/senate-asks-va-to-solve-problems-money-cannot-fix/
http://www.shfwire.com/for-veterans-seeking-mental-health-treatment-still-has-hurdles/
http://www.shfwire.com/el-paso-chamber-taking-home-national-knowledge-military-care/


Your Email Address... SUBSCRIBE

Free content in your inbox

Scripps Howard Foundation Wire content is free to any news
organization that gives the reporter a byline and credits the
SHFWire. Feel free to pull stories and multimedia off the
website or contact us if you need assistance.

Intern Blog

Finishing a marathon - and then what?
March 24

An election year like some others, or not
February 18

Oct 19, 2015

http://eepurl.com/beS2KP
http://www.shfwire.com/category/intern-blog/
http://www.shfwire.com/finishing-a-marathon-and-then-what/
http://www.shfwire.com/finishing-a-marathon-and-then-what/
http://www.shfwire.com/election-year-like-others/
http://www.shfwire.com/election-year-like-others/


Luis Gonzalez

Erica Y. King

Karina Meier

Erick Payne

Tia Rinehart

Luke Torrance

Heather Khalifa

The Scripps Howard Foundation's Semester in

Washington program is an internship program for college

journalism students who write for the Scripps Howard

Foundation Wire.

One multimedia fellow spends the year working with, and

teaching the Semester in Washington interns. The fellow

reports, writes and manages the SHFWire website.

Latest Video

Rebuilding a century-old watRebuilding a century-old wat……

http://www.shfwire.com/author/lgonzalez/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/lgonzalez/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/eking/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/eking/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/kmeier/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/kmeier/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/epayne/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/epayne/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/trinehart/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/trinehart/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/ltorrance/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/ltorrance/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/heatherkhalifa/
http://www.shfwire.com/author/heatherkhalifa/
http://www.shfwire.com/reporters/
http://www.shfwire.com/semester-washington-post-graduate-multimedia-fellowship/
http://www.shfwire.com/category/multimedia/video-multimedia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=UUq6rbE_T4HLMIuUOUZNOCWw&v=YaZZOcaq_Yw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq6rbE_T4HLMIuUOUZNOCWw


© 2015 Scripps Howard Foundation | About Us | Contact | Privacy

Policy | Scripps Howard Foundation

Like SHFWire on Facebook

908 personen vinden dit leuk.
Registreren om te zien wat je
vrienden leuk vinden.

Vind ik leuk Delen

Follow SHFWire on Twitter

Tweets by @SHFWireInterns

Follow SHFWire on Instagram

Unable to show Instagram photos

Need a story covered?

SHFWire interns can cover breaking news or a scheduled
news event and write longer feature stories. We ask only that
you give the reporting interns a byline and that you credit the
Scripps Howard Foundation Wire. Interns write news, sports,
business, health, home and garden, personal technology,
travel and food stories. 

Whatever your needs, email your assignment requests to
jody.beck@scripps.com or call 202-408-2748.

Scripps Howard Foundation Wire

1100 13th St. N.W. - Suite 450
Washington, D.C. 20005
202-408-2748

http://www.shfwire.com/semester-washington/
http://www.shfwire.com/contact/
http://www.shfwire.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.scripps.com/foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/shfwireinterns?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshfwireinterns&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0
https://www.facebook.com/ad_campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=shfwire.com&placement=like_plugin&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shfwire.com%2Fnew-law-help-vets-ptsd-honors-marine-committed-suicide%2F&extra_2=NL
https://twitter.com/SHFWireInterns
https://twitter.com/SHFWireInterns
https://instagram.com/shfwire/
http://www.shfwire.com/editors/
http://www.shfwire.com/semester-washington/

