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—Lyle Rosdahl

“8X11” by Jordan Gass-Poore I lick the chocolate off my thumb and index
finger and can smell the cigarette smoke, putting me off the second stolen
cookie sitting on my laptop keys. I fidget in the straight-backed chair that
doesn’t belong in my dorm room, the chair my roommate stole from the study
room down the hall when she had someone over and didn‘t think it was polite
for them to sit in my original desk chair without asking me first. She’s dating a
non-practicing Jewish guy whose family celebrates Christmas and Chanukah.
My original desk chair sits in the middle of the room, my suitcase and bag

lounge on top evoking Michelangelo’s Pieta. I turn my head to make sure the
door is still locked and my roommate isn’t trying to break in. I always lock the
door before I steal her food. I keep the door locked until I'm done eating, the
evidence disposed of either in my stomach or in my small plastic trashcan. I ARTS SLIDESHOWS
turn back to the screen on my laptop. The empty Word document with its
flashing cursor taunts me like my old piano teacher’s metronome- tick, tick.
Faster, you’re not keeping up. It’s a C-flat. C minus. The cookie is still lying on

the keys, on top of e, 1, f, ¢, X, z, a, w, s, d. It’s some cryptic crossword, a

premonition of things to come: klepto, fatty, prisoner, dumb, lung cancer,
death. The chocolate chips look like tar balls washed up on a sandy Southern ALL THE SUPER FANS WE FESTIVE SCENES FROM THE

. . SAW AT THE BRASS 5TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY
beach. Bounce, bounce, bounce. I think I'll steal it back. My roommates metal MONKEY'S ANNUAL STAR BLOCK PARTY AT QUARRY

desk drawer is filled with sugary cereal, cake, and cookies. There’s plastic WARS PARTY VILLAGE

dishware and a mangled bag of half-eaten potato chips. I place the cookie in its
plastic divider, at the head of the line. The doorknob is shaking. The cookie
crumbles in my hand. I jerk my hand out of the bag, breathe, and silently shut
the drawer. Someone knocks on the door. My roommate calls my name. I
answer, licking my teeth and inspecting my nails for chocolate. She asks me to

please unlock the door, she forgot her key. I wipe the cookie crumbs off my EVERYONE WE SAW ATTHE  SAN ANTONIO TATTOO

sweater, grab my bag, and unlock the door. I smile and tell her I'll be right NIGHTMARE BEFORE SHOPS OFFERING FRIDAY
5 . . . CHRISTMAS PARTY ON THE 13TH SPECIALS
back, I'm going outside to make a phone call. The door shuts behind me as I FRIDAY THE 13TH

walk down the hall. I have two cigarettes left.
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We're keeping you informed...
...and it'swhatwe love to do. From local politics and culture to national news that hits close to home, San
Antonio Current has been keeping San Antonio informed for years.

It's never been more important to supportlocal news sources. A free press means accountability and a well-
informed public, and we want to keep our unique and independent reporting available for many, many years to
come.

If quality journalism is important to you, please consider adonation to San Antonio Current. Every reader
contribution is valuable and so appreciated, and goes directly to support our coverage of critical issues and
neighborhood culture. Thank you.
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