
JORDAN GASS-POORE' on 18 June, 2014 at 00:33

Fans flooded the stands with their smartphones in hand at the AT&T Center on Sunday to take in the fifth and final game of the

2014 NBA Playoffs between the Spurs and the Miami Heat.

San Antonio fans are increasingly using their devices to share the most memorable experiences of the home team’s playoff run –

from blocks to slam dunks, more people are getting their news first, and sharing breaking news themselves through smartphones.

In anticipation of this influx in mobile traffic, AT&T installed special devices which helped increase cellular capacity from inside

the venue.

“To handle the influx in mobile data demand on our network, we put special solutions called Distributed Antenna Systems (DAS)

in these venues,” said AT&T spokesperson Lisa Marie Gomez. “A DAS is a network of small antennas designed to enhance

wireless service within an area when thousands of people close together are all using their mobile devices at once.”

The Heat’s dethroning, after a two-year title reign, was snapped, shot, tweeted and posted throughout the world, breaking AT&T

data usage records.

During the final playoff home game, San Antonio fans used more than 182 gigabytes across the AT&T Center’s in-venue mobile

network, the highest total of any game this year at the stadium, AT&T reported.

“Mobile data usage continues to rise at a rapid rate across our network, and sporting events, especially during the playoffs, are no

exception,” said Gomez. “Fans are using their phones to share photos, video and more with their friends, family and the world to

Selfies, Tweets, and Updates: Spurs Fans Set AT&T Data Record
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show they are part of the big game experience.”

Similar conditions are expected during tonight’s Spurs Championship River Parade at 6 p.m. and at the proceeding free

celebration at the Alamodome.

Breathless anticipation of the Spurs’ fifth, or cinco, NBA championship may have also attributed to the more than 43 gigabytes of

fan uploads and downloads that crossed AT&T’s in-venue mobile network, the most data used during a single hour during

Sunday’s game from 8-9 p.m.

That’s equivalent to 122,000 social media posts with photos being sent or received.

The Spurs’ official Facebook page continues to document the team’s win through photo, video and text posts.

More than 200,000 people “Liked” the announcement that the Spurs are NBA champions on the team’s official Facebook page.

 

Myself a self-described non-sports fan, found out about the Spurs win through text messages from a few San Antonio natives, like

my older cousin John, a Boston transplant who recently posted a photo on the social media site of a “Go Spurs Go” sign hanging in

front of the San Antonio Courthouse.

My cousin was just one of thousands who lived – continues to live – vicariously through spectators’ mobile accounts, not only

during Sunday’s game, but throughout the entirety of this year’s NBA Playoffs.

The basketball court’s not the only place that saw action. Spurs fans had the power to break records in the palms of their hands,

whether they knew it or not.

AT&T reported that a record 84 percent more data was used during the NBA Playoffs than the regular season home finale on

April 16.

By the numbers, the average total data usage for this year’s Spurs home games from inside the AT&T Center was 138 gigabytes,

the equivalent of more than 394,000 social media posts with photos, more than 9,190 hours of surfing the Web, more than 450

hours of streaming high-definition video and more than 1.5 million emails sent/received with attachments.

RELATED STORIES:

Party Ain’t Over: Spurs Championship River Parade set for Wednesday
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A former Rivard Report intern, Jordan Gass-Poore' is now interning at The Los Angeles News Group in California. She is an English/mass

communication senior at Texas State University. She has also worked as a paid intern for LMG Communications. AT&T is a client of LMG

Communications. Jordan's previous and current intern experience includes the New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, The Austin Chronicle,

Slackerwood and the Austin American-Statesman, among others. Contact Jordan via jgasspoore@gmail.com.
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I had zero service downtown after the game, so I believe it. GSG!!

That’s a lot of content being pushed out of one place. Kudos to their server ecosystem.
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That's because UP is paying a deceased CEO'S estate $51,000.000.00 annually for the next few years! Source: 2015 Annual Report [Prospectus].

JOEY on 25 Sep

Why would the city use the evergreen as leverage then turn around and sue to invalidate it. And I'm not sure what types of […]

MARI RUIZ VIA FACEBOOK on 25 Sep

It was such an honor to hear her speak, and to meet her even if it was just briefly. :)
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