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Donor to Damascus sues to get home back

No library, so pact broken, he argues
by Jordan Gass-Pooré | August 22, 2015 at 3:27 a.m.

@ comments EFIES o

A Damascus man whose family donated a house and land for a public library is now suing the city to get the property back.

Dan R. Dipert, owner of the once-popular cafe, Coffee Dan's, that stood off U.S. 65, states in the suit filed Aug. 14 in District Court in
Conway that Damascus did not live up to the terms of the agreement.
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When discussions began, Damascus did not have a public library. The Diperts offered a $150,000 matching donation to the city to build a
library during its gas boom, said his son, William "Dan" Dipert. The money was refused, however, because the city could not raise the
matching funds.

Soon afterward, in 2010, the Damascus Community Library opened. But William "Dan" Dipert said the community's need for educational
resources is greater than what the small library provides.

When Dan R. Dipert and Vernelle, his wife, moved from their Damascus home in 2012 to an assisted living facility in Conway, they decided
to donate the property at 11 W. Main St. The property was close to the city's downtown, and they intended it to be used as a public library,
City Hall, community center or museum.

If the property was used for anything else, ownership would revert back to the Dipert family, according to the deed filed along with the
lawsuit.

The agreement also specified that Dan R. Dipert, now 100, and his heirs would have final approval of naming the building and any room or
part thereof.

Afterward, members of the city's library committee determined that it was not financially feasible to renovate the one-story, blue Dipert
house into another library and would discuss raising funds to build a new one.

The city is now renting the Dipert property to The Station at Damascus, a nonprofit organization that works with area churches to provide
items to families in need.

Attorney Beau Wilcox said the city of Damascus believes it's following the agreement and will file a counterclaim in a few weeks to prevent
the Diperts from making any subsequent claim to the property.
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