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See How to Cleanse Your Liver

This Doctor Urges His Patients to Make This Simple Change to Their
Routine
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The world's most radioactive man: Lab (55 2 Erervoursean K gy
worker stunned doctors when he

survived a 1976 explosion that

showered him with 500 times the safe

dose of radiation - only to become a

pariah known as Atomic Man

» Harold R McCluskey, then 64, was a senior chemical operator at the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation in Washington state

» On the night of August 30, 1976, McCluskey was separating the plutonium by-
product americium in a glove box when the contraption exploded

» McCluskey was showered with radiation 500 times the occupational limit,
giving him the unwelcome distinction of most radioactive person in the world

» He survived the accident, but had his share of radiation-related health problems
- a kidney infection, four heart attacks and cataract surgery on both eyes

» He died of pre-existing heart disease on August 17, 1987, at the age of 75 with no
signs of cancer

» The spot where McCluskey became the ‘Atomic Man’ was torn down in March as
part of an ongoing overhaul of the site
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On the night of August 30, 1976, Harold
R McCluskey was working the graveyard
shift at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation
in Washington state when a chemical
explosion blasted him with radioactive
material and peppered him with shards
of glass.

Incredibly, McCluskey, then 64,
survived what's believed to be the
largest human dose of radiation ever
recorded to become known as the
'Atomic Man'.

Even more remarkable was that he lived
another 11 years and died from causes
unrelated to the accident with no sign of
cancer in his body.

At the time, McCluskey had been
working as a senior chemical operator,
recovering the plutonium by-product
americium, a highly radioactive
substance used in smoke detectors and
bombs.

In 1976, Harold R McCluskey, then 64, had
resumed work as a senior chemical operator
for the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in
Washington state after a four-month strike
shut down the site

The lab had been closed for four months as a result of a strike and McCluskey was
wary of resuming this kind of work, remembering earlier warnings about working
with the chemical after it had been unattended for some time. But his boss told him

to proceed.

So, McCluskey followed orders, and while he was working in the room a chemical
reaction caused the glove box to explode. For most of the years between the
explosion and the room's demolition in March, the door was welded shut because of

radioactive activity.
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Dr Bryce Breitenstein captured the stoic McCluskey sitting alone by his bed and smoking a pipe.

After the explosion on August 30, 1976, medical staff scrubbed and shaved McCluskey's raw
skin every day. In January 1977, he was able to return to his hometown of Prosser, Washington
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McCluskey's job was to recover the plutonium by-product americium, a highly radioactive perfectly dressed for a
substance, within this airtight steel glove box. He manipulated the controls with thick gloves cool California day

attached to portals on the outside
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The Hanford site, established in 1943 as part of the secret Manhattan Project, would

produce most of the country’s plutonium for nuclear weapons for decades Top v l DE @s
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Production at the Hanford site ceased in the late 1980s, with efforts focused on cleaning up the
site ever since. Cleanup at 'America's Chernobyl' is expected to take 75 more years

After more than four decades, the spot where McCluskey became the Atomic Man
was finally torn down in March, bringing another chapter of Hanford history to an
end.

But there are still decades of work ahead to restore the Hanford site’s 586-square-
miles of land. The site, established in 1943 as part of the secret Manhattan Project,
was selected for its remote location and proximity to the Columbia River, which
could be used to provide power and cooling, Gerber said.

Hanford would go on to produce most of the country’s plutonium for nuclear
weapons for decades, and plutonium produced here fueled the ‘Fat Man’ bomb
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, in 1945.

The McCluskey Room, about the size of a two-car garage, is the first of four main
buildings that make up the Plutonium Finishing Plant complex that will be torn down
by September.

This central complex was the site of one of Hanford’s most infamous incidents, and
after a section of an underground tunnel used to store contaminated radioactive
materials collapsed in May, the Atomic Man's legacy still has lessons to teach the
public.

Michele Gerber, author of the 1997 book On The Home Front: The Cold War
the Hanford Site, detailed the events leading up to McCluskey’s horrific acc
saw brown fumes accumulating in the glove box. He realized he shouldn’t |
and was just about to turn and run away when the explosion occurred.

McCluskey’s protective rubber respirator was ripped from his face. Gasping
inhaled radioactive fumes, coating his lungs in poisonous americium. Piece
and glass embedded into his skin. Acid seared his eyes, temporarily blindin:
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Within minutes, he had absorbed the largest dose of americium ever recorded in a ADVERTISEMENT
human - 500 times the occupational standard, reported Dr Bryce Breitenstein, the
Hanford Environmental Health Foundation physician who treated McCluskey.

Covered in blood, McCluskey was taken to the Hanford Emergency Decontamination
Facility, a windowless building in Richland, Washington, where he remained for three
weeks in near isolation, according to news reports at the time. His wife and two
daughters could come within only 30 feet of him for fear of the radiation he still
emitted. He eventually moved with his wife and dog to a travel trailer parked outside
the facility.
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‘Of nine doctors, four thought | had a 50-50 chance,” McCluskey told People
magazine in 1984. ‘The rest just shook their heads.’

Monitored by medical staff wearing respirators and protective clothing, McCluskey
could neither see nor hear the attendants clearly. For five months, his deep Baptist
faith sustained him as doctors used tweezers to pick out tiny bits of glass and metal
embedded in his skin, according to reports at the time.

The medical staff scrubbed and shaved McCluskey every day. They also injected him
with 600 shots of zinc DTPA, an experimental drug that helped him excrete the
radioactive material.

‘The decontamination was extended, extensive, difficult and it was never complete,
said Eugene Carbaugh, a health physicist, during a 2015 presentation.

When McCluskey finally returned home in January 1977, he encountered a different
kind of pain. In his hometown of Prosser, Washington, he was now known as the
Atomic Man.

Although the treatment removed much of the americium from his body, enough
remained to set off a radiation detector when he held it near his head. Because of
this people thought he was contagious.

McCluskey retired and could be seen for many years wearing a glove on one hand to
shield any possible contamination that was still present in his body, reported a 2005
article in a Hanford employee newsletter.

McCluskey was treated as a pariah, with some fearful friends calling and saying,
‘Harold, | like you, but | can never come to your house.’ He said in 1984 that he
rotated barbershops because he didn’t want to negatively impact someone’s
business.
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Although the five-month treatment removed much of the americium from McCluskey's body,
enough remained until the end of his life on August 17, 1987, to set off a radiation detector when
he held it near himself (pictured)

After the accident, McCluskey had his share of radiation-related health problems - a
kidney infection, four heart attacks and cataract surgery on both eyes. He sued the
federal government for damages and, in 1977, he won a $275,000 settlement against
the Department of Energy, which operates Hanford.

McCluskey was studied extensively by doctors for the remainder of his life. He died
of pre-existing heart disease on August 17, 1987, at the age of 75, and an autopsy
found no signs of cancer.

Had McCluskey lived longer, it’'s possible he could have developed cancer, (
said.

The Americium Recovery Facility, later dubbed the McCluskey Room by Hal
workers, never operated again because officials feared airborne radiation
contamination, Mark Heeter, Department of Energy spokesman, told DailyN

In 2010, workers, outfitted in radiation suits, began cleaning the McCluskey
They removed all of the contaminated equipment from the facility and disp
at Hanford’s landfill in New Mexico.
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Workers then sprayed a substance that
helped bond the radioactive material to
the surfaces. Only after these
precautions were in place could they
begin the demolition process nearly six
years later.

Production ceased in the late 1980s, with
efforts focused on cleaning up the
country's most radioactively
contaminated site ever since. Cleanup is
expected to take 75 more years.

After the accident, McCluskey (above) had his
share of radiation-related health problems - a
kidney infection, four heart attacks and
cataract surgery on both eyes

The Americium Recovery Facility, later dubbed the McCluskey Room by Hanford wo
never operated again because officials feared airborne radiation contamination. Pici
workers, outfitted in radiation suits, removing a glove box from the Hanford site in 2(
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In 2010, workers removed all of the contaminated equipment from the Americium Recovery
Facility (pictured) and disposed of it at Hanford's landfill in New Mexico

Countless issues continue to plague clean-up efforts at what has been called
‘America’s Chernobyl’. Chief among them are the 56million gallons of radioactive
waste held in 177 underground storage tanks on the site, according to the
Department of Energy.

These corroding tanks have sprung leaks on multiple occasions, contaminating the
soil and groundwater in the area. The plan is to create a waste disposal center where
liquid radioactive material can be vitrified into a solid and buried in a permanent
grave.

Eventually, as more of the land is deemed safe, it will be returned to the state and
transformed into a protected area, according to the Department of Energy. In 2015,
the site became part of the Manhattan Project National Historical Park, and certain
parts of it were made available through free guided tours.
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Letters and Numbers host Lily Serna welcomes
her first child - as the mathematician cheekily
announces 'one final addition before the year is
out'

The 33-year-old mathematician, who is best known for co-hosting SBS game show
Letters and Numbers, announced the happy news in an Instagram post on Tuesday
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» 'l didn't expect them to
come': Caitlyn Jenner
reveals she called her
kids to apologize after
they were slammed for
snubbing her UK TV
show appearance

» Hilary Duff and
Matthew Koma settle
into newlywed life as
they run errands with
the kids after posting
throwbacks from their
winter wedding
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» Pia Miller, 36, flaunts
her figure in tiny orange
bikini at Sydney's Bondi
Beach... days after
going Instagram official
with Lauren Sanchez's
ex Patrick Whitesell, 54

» Catherine Zeta-Jones
shares family portrait
with Michael Douglas...
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» bikini before hitting
the beach with baby
Santiago in Mexico
She's been staying with
her Beckham pals

» Royal photographer
reveals his top three
photos of 2019 -
including a striking shot
of Meghan Markle in
South Africa

European Tourist Traps to Avoid
» Kate Hudson hits the
ski slopes in Aspen with
Danny Fujikawa as
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Thunberg reveals

Thug attacks man and
stabs him with huge

Teenage thug takes to
Snapchat to boast

Victim is carried on
stretcher following

Two acrobats fall in
front of children in

Sir David Attenborough
praises Greta

» Madonna, 61, and her
toyboy beau Ahlamalik
Williams, 25, have said |
LOVE YOU and are
already 'getting
serious’, reveals his
father

» Prince Philip is feeling
'much better’ Charles
tells well-wishers on the
way to church with
Queen and other royals

» Zara and Mike Tindall
‘would consider
MOVING to Australia’
after she retires from
eventing - and are set to
come Down Under with
their children in 2020

» Real Housewives Of
Atlanta: Kenya Moore
cries while admitting
being in 'real low place’
with husband

The 48-year-old reality
star got emotional

» Star Wars: The Rise of
Skywalker repeats atop
the box office for a
second straight
weekend with $72M... as
Cats is poised to lose at
least $71M

» That'll get the likes!
Steve Irwin's 'hot niece’
Rebecca Lobie flaunts
her ample bust in a
plunging black swimsuit
for a candid selfie

» Rose McGowan slams
claims that the #MeToo
movement makes it
'hard for men to flirt
with women' because
they're afraid of
crossing a line
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» Kevin Hart thanks his
fans and encourages
them to 'be better' ...
after premiere of Netflix
docuseries that
recounts several
scandals

» Rande Gerber spotted
out in New York City...
just days after an
interaction with a
‘freaking out' Pete
Davidson in daughter
Kaia's apartment

» Orlando Bloom gets
into a playful screaming
match with fiancée Katy
Perry's relatives during
a raucous game of
Taboo

» Nina Agdal wows in
bikini during trip to
'paradise’ with beau
Jack Brinkley-Cook and
his mom Christie (and
even serves as their
photographer)

» Jennifer Lopez cuts a
boss look in black
Chanel belt as she and
Alex Rodriguez shop for
commercial real estate
in LA

» Bindi Irwin 'grateful’ to
be home for New Year
with her 'beautiful
family' after celebrating
Christmas with fiancé
Chandler Powell in the
us

» 'l bounced back
quickly': Zac Efron
opens up about his
brush with death after
contracting dangerous
infection while filming in
Papua New Guinea

) 'Utterly dismayed'
John Cleese leads
tributes to Monty
Python musician and
comedian Neil Innes
after his death aged 75
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» property developer
boyfriend David
Grievson as they enjoy
a romantic trip to
Barcelona

» Lucy Hale slithers in
snakeskin patterned
coat as she rehearses
for Dick Clark's New
Year's Rockin' Eve
hosting gig alongside
Ryan Seacrest

» James Packer cracks a
rare smile as he jokes
around with a female
friend during a wintry
holiday in Aspen with
girlfriend Kylie Lim

Day out

» Georgina Rodriguez
puts on a cheeky
display in the pool after
jet-ski ride on Dubai
holiday with Cristiano
Ronaldo... after denying
they secretly married

» Kendall Jenner shows
her spiritual side in
‘Jesus Is King'
sweatshirt on one year
anniversary of Kanye
West's Sunday Service

P Lizzo teases her
cleavage in leopard
Savage x Fenty robe...
after clapping back at a
body-shaming troll on
Twitter

The Truth Hurts artist

» Inside Zac Efron's trip
from hell: How the
Hollywood star, 32, went
from being welcomed
by locals in Papua New
Guinea to contracting a
deadly infection

» Gigi Hadid sends fans
wild as they speculate
she is back together
with Zayn Malik after
model shares snap of
herself cooking one of
ex's mother's recipes
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» Channing Tatum split

» Kanye West completes
a year of Sunday
Services in LA's Skid
Row neighborhood ...
where he defends T.I.
and says he has 'vision'
for homeless problem

» Kelly Rowland is
casually stylish in white
sweater and knit pants
as she runs errands in
Beverly Hills

The Destiny's Child singer

» Jessica Simpson hits
the slopes with
daughter Maxwell and
brother-in-law Evan
Ross during family trip
to Aspen, Colorado
Hitting the slopes

» ' nearly burst into
tears': Fatboy Slim
became emotional
listening to his viral
Right Here, Right Now
remix that samples
Greta Thunberg

» Kris Jenner is picture
perfect wearing a
vibrant green gown for
dinner with Corey
Gamble in St. Barts

» Disney star Devan
Leos avoids jail in
attempted murder case
in LA over car incident
with man in 7-Eleven
parking lot

» Kylie Minogue enjoys
a break on Rottnest
Island as she glams up
for a photo shoot... after
starring in a $15m
Tourism Australia
campaign

» Eyes on the prize:
Rafael Nadal jets into
Perth for the inaugural
ATP Cup... after a brief
honeymoon with wife

TODAY'S
TOP VIDE®S


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835941/Jessie-J-shares-emotional-Instagram-post-healing-offers-mental-wellness-advice.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835839/Kanye-West-defends-T-says-strong-compelling-vision-homeless-problem-worldwide.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835949/Kelly-Rowland-casually-stylish-white-sweater-knit-pants-runs-errands-Beverly-Hills.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835421/Jessica-Simpson-hits-slopes-Maxwell-brother-law-Evan-Ross-family-Aspen-trip.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7836025/Fatboy-Slim-cried-listening-Greta-Thunberg-Right-Right-remix.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834919/Kris-Jenner-travels-St-Barts-glam-team-ensure-shes-picture-perfect-dinner.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835611/Disney-star-Devan-Leos-avoids-jail-attempted-murder-case-LA-2018-incident-7-Eleven.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835653/Kylie-Minogue-enjoys-Rottnest-Island-15M-Tourism-Australia-ad-Warne-Barty-Thorpe.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835275/Rafael-Nadal-jets-Perth-airport-ahead-inaugural-ATP-Cup.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834165/Kim-Kardashians-BFF-Larsa-Pippen-showcases-dangerous-curves-yellow-skintight-pantsuit.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834809/Jennifer-Lopez-indulges-post-Christmas-shopping-fiance-Alex-Rodriguez-Los-Angeles.html

» furniture shopping
with fiance Alex
Rodriguez in Los
Angeles

» Topless Chloe Green
displays her yoga skills
with a headstand on a
paddleboard... as she
shares cryptic caption
on getaway without
Jeremy Meeks

» Teddi Mellencamp
enlists the help of her
social media followers
to choose a name for
her unborn baby girl
Options included Shay,
Presley and Selena

» Tori Spelling looks like
BFFs with her
husband's ex Mary Jo
Eustace in selfie... years
after cheating scandal:
'l never thought this pic
would happen’

» Star Wars: The Rise of
Skywalker writers
weren't trying to
‘'sideline’ Rose Tico...
after fans speak out
about Kelly Marie Tran's
beloved character

» Sir Tom Jones, 79,
admits he eyes up
women in their thirties
but confesses 'it's
mostly the
grandmothers who
fancy me’

» Mariah Carey braves
the snow for a spot of
shopping at Louis
Vuitton in Aspen with
her beau Bryan Tanaka

» 'Oh God!" You star
Penn Badgley
accidentally lets slip
that psychotic stalker
Joe Goldberg WILL
return for a third season
of hit Netflix show

» Mark Wahlberg's wife
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https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834809/Jennifer-Lopez-indulges-post-Christmas-shopping-fiance-Alex-Rodriguez-Los-Angeles.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7829839/Topless-Chloe-Green-displays-incredible-yoga-skills.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834881/Teddi-Mellencamp-enlists-help-social-media-followers-unborn-baby-girl.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834151/Tori-Spelling-looks-like-BFFs-husbands-ex-Mary-Jo-Eustace.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835197/Star-Wars-Rise-Skywalker-writers-werent-trying-sideline-Kelly-Marie-Trains-character.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835847/Sir-Tom-Jones-79-admits-eyes-women-thirties.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834953/Mariah-Carey-braves-snow-shop-Louis-Vuitton-Aspen-beau-Bryan-Tanaka.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834627/You-star-Penn-Badgley-accidentally-lets-slip-gruesome-return-season.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7833365/Mark-Wahlberg-showcases-chiseled-chest-wife-Rhea-rocks-thong-one-piece-vacation-Barbados.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7832511/Meghan-Harry-spent-Christmas-baby-Archie-14m-Canadian-waterfront-mansion.html

» Jenna Dewan flaunts
her burgeoning baby
bump and gets flirty in
animal print to promote
her new show

The 39-year-old beauty
rocked the bright outfit

» Rooney Mara teases
potential involvement in
film adaptation of The
Silent Patient as she
carries a copy of the
popular book in Los
Angeles

» Anthony Joshua
shows off his sporting
prowess as he goes jet
skiing off the shores of
Barbados during festive
break... weeks after
huge boxing victory

» Vanessa Hudgens is a
candid cutie as she
enjoys the holidays in
Switzerland... after
announcing 2020
clothing line and album
on Instagram

» Tammy Hembrow
showcases her
sensational figure in a
skimpy bikini top and
matching pants as she
enjoys an idyllic Bali
getaway

» Victoria Beckham is
praised by close pal Eva
Longoria as they spend
Christmas together...
amid claims her fashion
empire is battling huge
debt

» James Packer and
girlfriend Kylie Lim
trudge through the
snow in Aspen as they
enjoy a quiet Christmas
with friends

Mariah Carey's ex

» Suki Waterhouse is in
high spirits as she
steps out WITHOUT an
engagement ring after
Robert Pattinson
proposal rumors

» Disney actor Stoney
Westmoreland, 49, who
is accused of trying to
have sex with a 13-year-
old boy, claims the
iudae in his case has a

TODAY'S
TOP VIDE®S


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835263/Jenna-Dewan-flaunts-burgeoning-baby-bump-gets-flirty-animal-print-promote-new-show.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835017/Rooney-Mara-teases-potential-involvement-film-adaptation-Silent-Patient.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835223/Anthony-Joshua-goes-jet-skiing-Barbados-festive-break-weeks-huge-boxing-victory.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834815/Vanessa-Hudgens-candid-cutie-enjoys-holidays-Switzerland.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834543/Tammy-Hembrow-showcases-sensational-figure-skimpy-bikini-Bali.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834681/Victoria-Beckham-praised-close-pal-Eva-Longoria-spend-Christmas-together.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835427/James-Packer-girlfriend-Kylie-Lim-trudge-snow-Aspen.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7834317/Suki-Waterhouse-steps-WITHOUT-engagement-ring-amid-Robert-Pattinson-proposal-rumours.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7834717/Disney-actor-accused-trying-sex-teen-claims-judge-bias-against-gay-people.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7833255/Criss-Angel-posts-heartbreaking-photos-five-year-old-son-chemotherapy.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7835385/James-56-admits-quit-Grand-Tour-hes-developing-nervous-disorders.html

